
LOWELL BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS MEETING 

APRIL 14, 2016  

 
President Konradi called the meeting to order at 6:30pm.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  

Recording Secretary Dianna Cade called the roll.  Members answering the roll call were Sean 

Brady, Chris Van Dyke, and Jim Konradi.  Don Parker and David Foust were absent.  Also 

present were Town Attorney Nicole Bennett, Planning Consultant Jim Mandon, Town Manager 

Jeff Sheridan, and sixteen citizens.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Mr. Brady made a motion to approve the March 10th, 2016 regular meeting minutes, seconded by 

Mr. Van Dyke, and carried by voice vote of all ayes.  

 

PUBLIC HEARING: 
 

BZA #16-005, 520 Timberwood, Lowell, IN, Margaret Murray – in order to erect an 

accessory structure which is not in the rear yard and is larger than allowed as stated in Ordinance 

§ 155.075 (A)(1)(a)(5)(d)(B)(1)(a) – Size Variance requested is 808 sq. ft. – 

 

Tom Ogrodowski, Stonebridge Construction approached the podium and stated he is here 

representing Margaret Murray.  Mr. Ogrodowski stated we are asking to get a variance to build 

this building.  Mr. Ogrodowski stated the structure would mirror the house, and he discussed the 

exterior components of the proposed structure and stated the size would be 28’ (twenty-eight) 

wide by 36’(thirty-six) deep and 10’ (ten) walls with two overhead doors.   

 

Mr. Brady asked why the building is going in front of the front property line.  Mr. Ogrodowski 

stated it will be in the side yard; because of the lot structure, you cannot put it in the back yard. 

We are putting it as far back as we can.  Mr. Brady asked if this was an afterthought after the 

house was built?  Ms. Murray stated yes.   

 

Mr. Mandon stated he wanted to go through a few things in the staff report for this petition.  Mr. 

Mandon discussed his staff report including; what the code restrictions are for accessory 

structures, size of accessory structure, location of structure, opposition from the neighbors, and 

conditions that should be placed if you are inclined to approve this petition, including that the 

structure be used for residential storage only.   

 

Mr. Konradi opened the public hearing, and read into record a letter that was left with the 

Building Secretary from a neighbor opposing the structure that could not attend the meeting.   

 

Ms. Barb Gogol, 521 Timberwood, the proposed structure that he plans to build will be right on 

the side of my property and my bedroom is up there and I am totally against it.  It is going to look 

awful and as I said my bedroom is right here and there will be a lot of noise.  They have a really 

huge garage now; I do not understand why the intent is to build another garage.  It was 

emphasized that he was going to build a shed at the beginning and it is obviously not a shed.  The 

way the house is designed I think it was planned as a future site and they were going to build this 

structure down the way.  I am totally against it. 

 

 



Jeff Kish, 524 Timberwood Lane, I have to agree with the previous speaker.  I was under the 

impression that a variance was not needed for this size.  If you are allowed only 300’ that is over 

double.  When I was talking to them I did not understand that, I am against something that large. I 

did not know I have a say in it but if I do have a say in it, I would not like any structure there.  

Mr. Kish asked if the structure was past the building line and the side setback.  Discussion 

followed. 

 

Mr. Andrew Stroub, 549 Timberwood Lane, stated; we are the corner house when you first pull in 

the cul-de-sac.  Mr. Stroub stated the biggest problem he has is the precedent it sets for a 

residential subdivision, especially our subdivision.  We are against a structure this large.  It is not 

like it is a 400 sq ft shed, it is considerably larger.  So I will go on the record and say I am against 

this structure as well. 

 

Lisa Meyer, 523 Timberwood Lane, I think it looks hideous coming down the street, it is too 

close to my neighbor’s house, I am against it.  It looks ridiculous, all those garages and garbage 

cans, he said he was going to keep the woods there, he is not going to, he is going to tear them all 

down. 

 

Laura Molden, 539 Timberwood, I am against it.  I think it looks awful when you come down 

our street.  It looks like a loading dock.  All you see are garages, and is my neighbor’s house 

going to be hard to sell when she wants to move, with that next door.  You need to think of 

that. 

 

Mr. John Kramer, property owner of 536 Timberwood Lane, I am also against this. The garage is 

supposed to mirror the house and this house does not mirror any of the other houses in the 

neighborhood.  All the other houses have masonry on them and a shingle roof.  This house has 

steel roof and with all the other issues with this, I just want to go on record and say I am against it 

also. 

 

Mr. Konradi closed the public hearing. 

 

Mr. Konradi stated, just a comment, it is a consensus of the neighborhood that they do not like 

your building ma’am, that puts us in a position to do what we have to do.   

 

Mr. Vandyke asked the petitioner why so large of a structure? This is also a downsized request 

from the original.  Mr. White stated that he likes working on his truck and woodworking.  He 

stated if he has to do that in the garage so be it, he will and leave his vehicles outside.  I am just 

doing this because if we make it look like the house everything will be mirrored together.  Mr. 

White discussed other residents in his area that have large accessory structures.  Mr. White said 

they used a steel roof because it is the new thing.  He said he has no problem when people 

upgrade their stuff, even if they did not pull a permit when they did it.  We are trying to be honest 

across the board.    Attorney Bennett asked the petitioner to state his name and address for the 

record. He stated Bill White, 520 Timberwood Lane.  

 

An audience member asked a question and Mr. Konradi told her he had closed the public portion 

of the meeting.   

 

Attorney Bennett, stated, to clarify the request, the ordinance states a maximum floor area space 

of 200’ (two-hundred) so the requested variance is as sent out on the agenda for 808’ (eight 

hundred and eight) to reach the maximum request of 1008’ (one thousand and eight) as per the 

petition.  Discussion followed on the ordinance for accessory structures.  



 Mr. Brady made a motion to deny the request for a variance of 808’ (eight hundred and 

eight) and for variance from rear set back requirement, seconded by Mr. VanDyke carried 

with a roll call vote of all nays.  

  

VARIANCE DENIED 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

REVIEW FINDINGS OF FACTS: 

 

Mr. Konradi read into record the Findings of Fact for BZA #16-002 – Mommy's Haven, PO Box 

294, Lowell, IN, property is located at 118 Fremont, - Special Use Variance  

 

Mr. VanDyke made a motion to approve the Findings of Fact, to forward a favorable 

recommendation to the Town Council, seconded by Mr. Brady and carried with a voice vote of all 

ayes. 

 

Mr. Konradi read into record the Findings of Fact for BZA #16-006, West end of Mohawk, 

Cheyenne and Apache, Parcel #45-19-22-326-009.000-038, located at approx. 920 Mohawk 

Dr., Lowell, IN, Greg Shook, Director of Public Utilities, representing Town of Lowell – in 

order to construct a public works garage which is a special use as stated in Ordinance § 155.032 

(A)(3) 

 

Mr. VanDyke made a motion to approve the Findings of Fact, and forward a favorable 

recommendation to the Town Council, seconded by Mr. Brady and carried with a voice vote of all 

ayes. 

 

Mr. Konradi read into record the Findings of Fact for BZA #16-007, Area bounded by 17105 

Cline Ave., Freedom Park, Parcel #45-19-14-301-001.000-008, Lowell, IN, Greg Shook, 

Director of Public Utilities, representing Town of Lowell – in order to construct a new water 

tower.   

 

Mr. VanDyke made a motion to approve the Findings of Fact, and forward a favorable 

recommendation to the Town Council, seconded by Mr. Brady and carried with a voice vote of all 

ayes. 

 

                          COMMENT: 

   

 

             ADJOURNMENT: 
 

With no further comments or questions Mr. Brady made a motion to adjourn the meeting at  

7:05 pm, seconded by Mr. Van Dyke, and carried with a voice vote of all ayes.  

 

 

 

 

 

             

Jim Konradi, President      Chris Van Dyke, Secretary  

 



  


