
 LOWELL TOWN COUNCIL 

 REGULAR MEETING 

 JUNE 23, 2008 
 

 
The regular meeting of the Lowell Town Council was called to order on Monday, June 23, 2008 
at 7:00 P.M. by President Phillip Kuiper.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and a moment of 
silence was observed.  Clerk-Treasurer Judith Walters called the roll.  Present were Council 
Members  Donald Huseman, Shane Tucker, John Alessia, Phillip Kuiper and David Gard.  Also 
present were Town Attorney Ben Ballou, Town Administrator Susan Peterson, Director of Public 
Works Greg Shook, Police Chief John Shelhart, Community Development Director Wilbur Cox, 
three members of the media and forty four interested citizens.     

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
Councilman Gard made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report for May, 2008 as presented, 
seconded by Councilman Tucker.  The motion carried by voice vote. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES        
 
Councilman Huseman made a motion to approve the minutes from the June 9th regular meeting, 
seconded by Councilman Gard.  The motion carried by voice vote.   
 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS 
 
President Kuiper stated that he had reviewed White Vouchers #1612-1660, Water Vouchers 
#2353-2383 and Waste Water Vouchers #3286-3312 and recommended them for approval with 
the exception of White Voucher #1627 which is to be held.  Councilman Gard made a motion to 
approve the vouchers as listed, holding White Voucher #1627, seconded by Councilman 
Huseman.  The motion carried by voice vote.   
 

PETITIONS, COMMUNICATIONS, REMONSTRANCES, PROCLAMATIONS 
 
Proclamation - Honoring Jack Eskridge - President Kuiper announced that they are very 
privileged to be honoring a friend of the town in Jack Eskridge who is retiring from the 
ambulance service after thirty four years.  He read a proclamation honoring Jack and all of his 
accomplishments with the Tri-Creek Ambulance Service and acknowledged former and present 
fire department colleagues who were in attendance, including Phil May, Joe Mika and Ike Rench. 
 Jack Eskridge said it has been quite a month with everything that the Tri-Creek EMS, his family 
and friends, colleagues and partners have done for him.   He said it is very humbling to have the 
pleasure of serving the community for such a long time.  He said it is good to step back and start 
something different with your life but he plans to always be there.  He said he has appreciated 
Lowell and the Tri-Creek community for a long time.  He said he feels they have the best fire 
department and the best paramedic service, bar none, anywhere and it is because of the 
dedication of the guys that have been there over the years from a long time ago to the present.  
He said it is all of them that also worked hard  that made him look good and without all of them, 
they would never have been able to do what they did in the community.  He also acknowledged 



the elected officials including town councils and trustees.  He said he looks forward to still being 
a volunteer fireman and helping out when he is around.  He thanked President Kuiper and the 
Town Council, all of the elected officials and all of the people of the Tri-Creek area for 
everything they have done for him and said this is quite an honor and he truly appreciates the 
recognition.   
 
Letter of support - Lake County Solid Waste District - President Kuiper said they have a letter of 
support that has been requested from the Lake County Solid Waste District on their pursuit of 
garbage to ethanol.  He said he thought most of the other communities had already signed it and 
read the proposed letter of support.   He said the only change he was aware of from the original 
letter was that they now feel two plants are no longer necessary.  Councilman Huseman made a 
motion to send the letter of support, seconded by Councilman Alessia.  The motion carried by 
voice vote. 

 

ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS 
 
1st Reading - Ordinance #2008-15 - amend Chapter 77 - Police fees - President Kuiper read 
Ordinance #2008-15 amending Chapter 77.  Councilman Gard made a motion to hold over 
Ordinance #2008-15 for second reading, seconded by Councilman Tucker.  Councilman Alessia 
asked if the fees were consistent with what other police departments are charging.  Chief Shelhart 
reported that they were and they are just trying to update and make a uniform cost analysis versus 
what it costs to generate the same style of reports.  He said they are actually less than some 
departments.  The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
Resolution #2008-12 - temporary loan from CCD to General Fund - $150,000 - President Kuiper 
read Resolution #2008-12 for a temporary loan from CCD to the General Fund in the amount of 
$150,000.  Councilman Huseman made a motion to adopt Resolution #2008-12, seconded by 
Councilman Alessia.  The motion carried by voice vote. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
Lowell Utilities Update - Nothing was reported for any of the following items:  WWTP JMOB  
Requests; Water Infrastructure Improvement Plan; East Side Sewer Project. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
Act on favorable recommendation from Plan Commission: 

Preserves Units 3 & 4 - release $82,352.99 of Performance Bond and hold $46,200 for 
Maintenance Bond until 10-7-09 (Approve White Voucher #1627 to Donald Cripe) - President 
Kuiper read a letter of recommendation from the Plan Commission to release $82,352.99 of a 
Performance Bond and hold $46,200 for a Maintenance Bond until October 7, 2009.  Director 
Cox stated this is a pretty straight forward matter.  Councilman Gard made a motion to act on the 
favorable recommendation of the Plan Commission, seconded by Councilman Huseman.  Clerk-
Treasurer Walters requested that they include in their motion approval of White Voucher #1627. 
 Councilman Gard amended his motion and Councilman Huseman amended his second.  The 
motion carried by voice vote. 
Act on annual chemical quotes for Water Utility - Director Shook reported that every year, they 



go out and get quotes for chemicals for a period of a year for the water treatment plant since they 
purchase five different chemicals used in the water treatment process.  They solicited nine 
different chemical companies and received quotes from six.  The following recommendations 
were made for the lowest prices possible: Alexander Chemical Corporation - chlorine at $64.75 
per cylinder for 150 lb cylinders, sodium hypochlorite at $8.25 per pail for 5 gallon pails; 
Hawkins Inc. - sodium silicate at $156 per drum for 55 gallon drums; Carmeuse Lime Inc. - 
hydrated lime at $147.81 per ton for 18 ton deliveries; Praxair Distribution Inc. - carbon dioxide-
CO2 at  $0.102 per pound for 10 ton deliveries.  Councilman Huseman made a motion to 
approve the recommended chemical quotes for one year, seconded by Councilman Gard.  The 
motion carried by voice vote. 
 
Chamber Business - Bill Carlson and Rich Meadows from the Lowell Chamber of Commerce 
addressed the Council regarding the annual duck race that will be held on July 5th.  He said the 
duck race is a success because of the help from the fire department.  They would like to expand 
on the duck race a little bit this year.  They are trying to make arrangements to have some paddle 
boat rides on Evergreen Park pond but those arrangements are not sure yet.  They have rented a 
dunk tank and were wanting to invite the Town Council and hoped someone may volunteer to 
help Bill Carlson out in the dunk tank.  They are planning on charging for the dunk tank and 
proposed splitting the profits with the town.  It was suggested that the funds could be used for 
some charity but the Chamber will be using any funds raised for the operation of the Chamber 
office.  President Kuiper said he would participate and said the Chamber should keep the funds 
raised.  Rich Meadows also asked the members of the fire department in attendance if any one of 
them was interested in helping out.  Mr. Carlson and Mr. Meadows thanked the Council 
members for their time.   

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
President Kuiper announced the next regular meeting on Monday, July 14, 2008 at 7:00 P.M. 

 

MEDIA QUESTIONS/PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
A member of the media asked for copies of the proclamation and the letter of support that were 
read earlier in the meeting.   
 
John Masepohl, 323 Spruce Ct., noted that at an April, 2008 Council meeting, a status report was 
requested for June and asked if that report was available.  Clerk-Treasurer Walters reported that 
she put this out for bids and it should appear in the Lowell Tribune on June 24 and July 1.  Bids 
will be opened on Wednesday, July 9 with a recommendation at the July 14 Town Council 
meeting.   
 
Councilman Huseman stated he has been approached by about six property owners in Ward 2 
about two serious problems they are having.  He wanted to make it public so they know that 
something is being done.  He said he has done some research and engineering and will continue 
to finish the engineering and will come up with some findings and a solution to these problems 
for the next Council meeting.  He said he will then bring it to staff and get the ball rolling.  He 
said he is doing this because this is a time for saving money, not spending money and he doesn’t 
want to have Commonwealth or someone else come in and charge $10,000 to $15,000 to do 



something where the problem is existing and he thinks he has the solution figured out.   
 
Councilman Gard made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Alessia at 7:28 P.M. 
     
 
 

                                                                      
 ATTEST:     Phillip Kuiper,  President 

 
 
                                                               
Judith Walters, Clerk-Treasurer 


