
LOWELL TOWN COUNCIL
WORK SESSION

DECEMBER 14, 2015

A work session of the Lowell Town Council was called to order on Monday, December 14, 2015 at 6:00
P.M., by President Christopher Salatas.  Members present were Craig Earley,  LeAnn Angerman,
Christopher Salatas, and Edgar Corns.  Donald Parker was not in attendance.  Also present were Clerk-
Treasurer Judith Walters, Town Attorney David Westland, Financial Advisor Greg Guerrettaz, Public
Works Director Greg Shook, Building Administrator Tom Trulley, Councilmembers-elect  Will
Farrellbegg and Mike Gruszka, and representatives from Precision Bakery.   The purpose of the work
session was the discussion of Tax Abatement and General Town Business.

Mr. Guerrettaz stated he had been asked a few weeks ago to get involved in the potential tax abatement
for Perfection Bakeries/Aunt Millie’s in the old Ashland Products site.  He stated he had created an
application, which has been returned by the company, as well as worked with Clerk-Treasurer Walters in
different calculations in order to form the tax abatement work sheet that is in front of the Council. 
Through this work sheet, they have been able to grade the application using a point system.  Mr.
Guerrettaz stated that they would not able to approve the application right now since the company does
not own the land yet, but the purpose was to get everyone together and make sure that the Council feels
comfortable with what Perfection Bakeries is proposing to the Town.

Jay Miller, Perfection Bakeries, thanked  Mr. Guerrettaz and his office for their help in filling out the
application for tax abatement.  Mr. Miller began by giving a brief background of the company, which
was founded in 1901 and is in its fourth generation of ownership.  He also touched on the current
locations of various manufacturing plants that they currently own, along with the areas that they do
business in.  Mr. Miller spoke of all of the new jobs that would be created, approximately 117, with a
proposed total payroll of about $5 million.  He stated they would be competitive in the area when it
comes to the average salary and benefits.  Mr. Miller went on to give details of the purchase price of the
property along with the improvements that they are planning on making including manufacturing
equipment for producing fresh bakery bread and buns, totaling approximately 22.4 million and $800 K in
building improvements.   He also gave a time line of improvements, with their goal to be able to produce
their first product in April of 2017.  Judy Bobilya-Feher, Perfection Bakeries, explained in detail the
tables that were used to figure the estimated real property and personal property taxes paid with and
without the ten year abatement they are requesting.    Over a ten year abatement on real property taxes
abated would be $111,111.and on personal property $1,076,098.  A discussion followed on the life
expectancy of the ovens being longer than the depreciation life of only 9.5 years, they may last as long as
thirty years.

Council members were all in favor of the project, and felt the company would be a big asset to Lowell.  
President Salatas questioned how many trucks would be in and out in a day at the facility. Mr. Miller
stated the maximum would be twenty.  Greg Guerrettaz went through the incentive worksheet he
prepared for the proposed tax abatement request that scored 97 points and stated he was very impressed
with the company and recommended that the Town approve ten year property tax abatement for both real
and personal property.   All councilmembers and councilmembers-elect were in agreement with the
abatement.   The next step would be for the company to purchase the property and then forward a
completed SB-1 Form , Statement of Benefits for real estate improvements and personal property
improvements for the Council to act on.

Councilwoman Angerman stated she wanted to discuss the food vendor agreement before it was bid out
for 2016.  She felt that the selected bidder should not have to donate any existing product to the park.
Currently they are asked to donate hot dogs at the soccer picnics and fishing derby in exchange for



exclusive rights to being the vendor in the park over the summer months.  Attorney Westland stated you
would have to make changes to the bid advertisement prior to bidding out in early spring.

 he work session was closed at 6:47 P.M.

                                                                      
Christopher Salatas, President

Attest:

                                                      
Judith Walters
Clerk-Treasurer  


